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Hayem David Spivak into a phenomenon in which many of

Born: Philadelphia, November 19, 1893 the outsiders became insiders who

Died: Denver, November 23, 1932 moved into the mainstream of
American life.®

Hayem David Spivak, more commonly known by During 1910, David is listed in the United States
his middle name David, was born in Philadelphia to Census as a 16-year-old Denver resident living at
Dr. Charles David Spivak (1861-1927)* and his home with his parents. No occupation was listed
bride, Jenny Charsky Spivak (1871-1965),% on because he was probably finishing high school at
November 19, 1893.% During 1896, Dr. Charles this time. Curiously his father, Dr. Charles, has a

would move his family West to Denver where he recorded occupation of “musician” in the same
would become a leading figure in the fight against document.” This likely occurred due to the
tuberculosis* as the director of Denver’s Jewish enumerator’s misinterpretation, who presumably
Consumptives’ Relief Society’s (JCRS) hospital, was told “medical physician” by Charles, whose
which opened in 1904.° In her book, Dr. Charles primary language was Yiddish.® His thick accent

David Spivak; A Jewish Immigrant and the added to the confusion. Arriving in Leadville a year
American Tuberculosis Movement, Dr. Jeanne later, it is probable that the then 17-year-old David
Abrams encapsulates Dr. Charles Spivak and the was only in the city for a few months. The first
early JCRS: recording of him was in October of 1911, when he
thwarted a burglary attempt at the Leadville Loan
...The JCRS opened in 1904 and Co., a pawn and jewelry enterprise he managed
served over 10,000 patients during where he also resided:
its fifty-year existence as a

tuberculosis sanatorium and
hospital. [Charles] Spivak was also
a luminary in the American Jewish
community....

...Spivak’s life and work serve as a
wide lens through which to view
myriad important topics, including
the social construction of disease as
related to ethnicity and class, the
perceived connection specifically
between immigrants and disease,
and the transformation of the
American hospital from a charitable,
ethnic/religious-based voluntary
institution to a modern corporate
complex. They also reflect larger
issues surrounding immigrant
acculturation and intra-ethnic
tensions, as well as how the concept
of the Jew as an “outsider” at the
turn of the twentieth century evolved

BURGLARS SCARED AWAY- H.
[David] Spivak took a shot at some
men who he claims were trying to
break into his Jewelry store at 415
Harrison avenue last Thursday. He
sleeps in the rear of the storeroom
and at 1 o’clock he was awakened by
a noise at the door that opens on the
alley. Sitting up in bed he listened
for a moment and was convinced that
someone was trying to pry into the
back door. He reached a pistol that
he keeps under his pillow and fired
one shot at the bottom of the door.
That proved enough for immediately
the scamper of feet was heard down
the alley. The matter was repored
[reported] to the police.®



David appears in holiday advertisements for that
same enterprise in December but is never listed in
the city directory. Aside from these brief yet
informative newspaper references, there are no
other Leadville records for David, who most likely
returned to Denver in the early stages of 1912.

After leaving Leadville, David attended the
University of Denver before serving as a corporal
for a Texas aviation unit during the First World
War. David married Flora Stromburgh in Jackson,
Missouri, on June 19, 1919. On their application
for the marriage license, both bride and groom are
listed as residents of Denver.°

David became an accomplished artist in the years to
follow and “...Over time he would teach art at East
[Denver] High School, West [Denver] High School,
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the Denver Academy of Applied Art, the Denver
Institute of Art, and the Chappell School of Art. In
1927, Spivak was one of the 52 charter members of
the Denver Artists’ Guild and later served as its
second president.”*! The couple had two children,
Daniel Charles (1920-2007)'? and David (1924-
2000).13

Sadly, David died in Denver from a brain tumor'* at
the age of 39.%° His wife, Flora, did not remarry and
survived him by 65 years. She was interred by his
side in 1987 at Mount Nebo Memorial Park in
Aurora, Colorado.®
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https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/60020481/flora-spivak
https://www.findagrave.com/user/profile/46938801
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