Samuel Rich

Occupation: Watchmaker, dry goods seller, clothier
Born: Ohio, June, 1845,

Died: Denver, July 31, 1901

Julia (Nathan) Rich
Born: Ohio, 1850
Died: Leadville, December 7, 1885

Rosa (Hirsch) Rich

Second Wife of Sam

BORN: Germany, June, 1846
DIED: N/A

Rebecca “Becky” (Rich) Gartensteig Weiss
BORN: Pueblo, Colorado, 1875
DIED: Los Angeles, December 15, 1959

Louis Rich
Born: Pueblo, Colorado, February 11, 1879
Died: Los Angeles, August 4, 1837

Abby Rich

Sister of Sam
Born: Ohio, 1860
Died: N/A

Ed Rich

Brother of Sam
Born: Ohio, 1862
Died: N/A

Isaac “Ike” Rich
Born: Ohio, 1868
Died: N/A
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Samuel Rich was born in Ohio sometime during
June of 1845.1 He eventually met and married
another Ohio native,? Julia Nathan,? likely in the
late 1860s. The Riches moved from Ohio in the
early 1870s, first settling briefly in the San Luis
Valley before heading on to Pueblo, Colorado.*
Sam’s first business venture was a dry goods store
he opened during 1873 with Harris Poznanski, who
would also make his way to Leadville by the early
1880s.°. Sam’s Pueblo store was located in the
People’s Block on Main Street.® The pair ended
their short-lived partnership and dissolved their
business on April 5, 1875.” Samuel did not
relinquish his ambition of being a business owner,
continuing to operate a dry goods shop in Pueblo
until February 1878 when creditors issued a petition
for bankruptcy against him.2 During the winter of
1878-79, Samuel split his time between Leadville®
and Pueblo, likely scouting for promising
relocation opportunities.

Sam and Julia also welcomed two children to their
family: Rebecca in 1875 and Louis in 1879.1! Both
children were born in Pueblo.'? After his financial
misfortunes in Pueblo proved untenable, Sam
moved the family to Leadville.®®> The 1880 United
States Census, which incorrectly states that Becky
and Louis were born in Ohio, also brims with other
mistakes and misinformation.4

Two entries in the household account for Ed and
Abby Rich, recorded as Sam’s brother and sister.
Ike, a twelve-year-old boy, is also enumerated as
Sam and Julia’s son. However, this not necessarily
accurate. The reality is that this may be another
brother of Sam’s, whose disappearance from
Leadville records coincides with the departure of
eighteen-year-old Ed and twenty-year-old Abby,
who are shown in census records but never appear
in Leadville city directories. They were likely in
Leadville for only a very brief time and probably
left before the autumn of 1880. An Edward S. Rich
listed in the 1880 Denver city directory as an
insurance agent may possibly the same person.®®
However, lack of consistent data points and name



commonalities make it extremely difficult to
accurately track Ed, Ike and Abby’s movements
after Leadville.*® There are no additional records
confirming that Ike is the child of Julia and Sam,
and it is consistently recorded that the couple had
two children named Louis and Becky.

During 1880, Samuel settled into a clerk position
with the Nathan Brothers, with the family living at
208 West 7th Street.!” The Nathans'® would open
the Lion Clothing House at 313 Harrison Avenue in
1883, where Sam continued his employment.*® The
Nathans — Ed, Abe and Nat — are likely relatives
of Julia Nathan Rich, Sam’s wife, though this has
not been officially confirmed. Sam and Julia
became active in Jewish social life in Leadville a
few years after their arrival, participating in Purim
Balls in March 1883%° and 1884,%%, a Strawberry
Festival hosted by the Hebrew Ladies’ Benevolent
Association in June of 188422 and a Simchat Torah
celebration in October 1884.%

The Rich family encountered considerable tragedy
during the ensuing years. Sam’s father passed away
sometime in 1884 but little is known about his
death.?* Julia would expire one year later on
December 7, 1885 at the age of twenty-nine:

THE LATE MRS. SAM RICH

Crape and black ribbon once more
appeared on the door of the Lion
Clothing store, No. 213 Harrison
Avenue, Monday morning. It is only
a year ago that it was placed there
out of respect to the memory of Mr.
Sam Rich Sr., and on Monday
morning it was tied on the door
handle again on account of the death
of the wife of Mr. Sam Rich, the son
of the gentleman who died a year
ago.
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Mrs. Julia Rich was not quite 29
years old when she died, and leaves
her husband and two children to
mourn her loss. Her little girl is 11
years old, and her son about 6. She
died in terrible agony, having
suffered from enterites [enteritis] for
the past five days. A notice of the
funeral will appear hereafter.®

Determining when Adolph and Simon’s sister Rosa
arrived in Leadville is a speculative enterprise. She
does not appear in official census records or city
directories but was noted as having lived in the city
prior to September of 1886. Records show that
Rosa was the most likely candidate as the eldest of
the Leadville Hirsch siblings. She probably
immigrated from Germany at the age of twenty-
five?® and joined her brother Adolph Hirsch?” in
New York City during June of 1872, after
establishing himself there. Rosa and Sam married
on September 5, 1886.2°

RICH-HIRSCH

An event that was not given publicity
on the menu card at the Tabor
Grand Sunday night was the
marriage of Mr. Samuel Rich to Mrs.
[Miss] Rosa Hirsch, both of this city.
At 6:30 o’clock Judge Rose stepped
from a carriage at the ladies’
entrance and made his way to the
richly-appointed parlors that were
flooded with light. Here the families
of the high contracting parties were
gathered, and presently the lady
appeared upon the arm of the
gentleman. The ceremony was
imposing, and its conclusion Mr. and
Mrs. Sam Rich were showered with
congratulations. A magnificent
nuptial dinner had been prepared for
them in the dining room of the hotel,
and to this the dining room of the



hotel, and to this the guests,
preceded by the happy couple,
prepared to celebrate a
consummation that is sanctioned by
a host of friends. Mr. Rich is one of
Leadville’s most prominent
merchants, and for years has been
among the foremost of its
enterprising citizens. Mrs. Rosa
Hirsch, is the sister of Mr. A. Hirsch,
the well known wholesale merchant,
and the press unites with a legion in
wishing them the most profound
happiness and contentment through
life.%0

Samuel, who became the proprietor of the Lion
Clothing House by 1886, 3! almost immediately
faced financial setbacks by early 1887, having lost
his clothing store®? and being indebted for
$1,373.35 to Frankenthal & Co. for merchandise
acquisitions.®® Rosa’s brother Adolph partnered
with David May>* and tried to save the business.
They held the mortgage on the Lion Clothing House
in an effort to satisfy mounting debts incurred by
new brother-in-law Sam Rich.*® Joseph
Shoenberg® would ultimately purchase the clothing
business and all its assets from the partners for
$21,900 on April 8, 1887.3" The final mention of
the Samuel Rich family in Leadville was on April
23.%8 Shortly afterward the freshly minted Rosa
Rich and her husband removed to Denver, where
Sam found employment as a clerk for local
clothier®® Max Amter.*
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Curiously, the 1899 Denver city directory shows
Samuel as head of household and working as a
traveling salesman,*! and the 1900 United States
Census records the same.*? However, Rosa also is
listed in the directory as head of household in
1900, a year prior to Sam’s death. Rosa
essentially disappears from documentation at this
time, indicating that she either moved away from
Denver, remarried, or both.

Samuel Rich passed away from unknown causes in
Denver on July 31, 1901. Originally interred at The
Hebrew Cemetery Association’s section of
Denver’s Capitol Hill memorial park, he was moved
to the Temple Emanuel cemetery in 1923. There is
no memorial marker on his grave.*

Becky married David Gartensteig at Denver on
April 5, 1892.% Their marriage produced one child,
Julius, born in 1893. Gartensteig passed away
unexpectedly in 1903.%¢ Becky remained in Denver,
and married Mitchell Weiss in 1907.*” The union
probably did not last much longer, as Weiss would
die by the time Becky is recorded living in son
Julius” home in New York City during 1920.%¢ By
1930, she had made her way to her brother Louis
Rich’s Los Angeles home. Louis, then a divorced
automobile broker, and Becky shared this
arrangement*® until his death on August 4, 1937.%°
Becky stayed in Los Angeles until her own passing
on December 15, 1959.%!



T Biographical Information Sheet
- Jemple [srael |
FOUNDATION Rich

C=—00<—

Isaac Rich

Occupation: Pressman, painter
Born: New York, 1858

Died: Leadville, December 8, 1882

Isaac Rich was born in New York during 1858 to
German immigrants.®? He made his way to
Leadville by way of Denver, and during 1880 he
was employed as a pressman with F.M. Longshore
& Co. At the time, Rich resided at the corner of
Southwest Chestnut Avenue and Pine Street.** He
appeared in the Leadville city directory for only a
single year. His death was the next recorded
instance of his presence in Leadville. Isaac Rich
died on December 8, 1882 at the age of twenty-four
and was interred in Leadville’s historic Hebrew
Cemetery.>®

His relation to Samuel Rich or Jacob Rich, if any, is
unclear.



Jacob “Jake” Rich
BORN: Russia, 1841
DIED:

Mrs. Jacob Rich
BORN: N/A
DIED: N/A (Likely Leadville - 1884 or 1885)

Jacob Rich was born in Russia during 1841.%° By
1880 he had moved to Leadville, where he
partnered in business with Isaac Barash in J. Rich &
Co., a laundry operation located at Second and Pine
Streets. During February of the following year he
would branch out and start his own tailoring shop®’
located at 316 Harrison Avenue from 1881°8 to
1886.5° Jacob was socially engaged within the
Leadville community. Although married, his wife’s
identity was unknown.®° Jacob frequently moved
while domiciled in Leadville. He first settled at Pine
Street in 1880,%! then moved to West Spruce
Street,%2 112 West 6th Street,®® and 113 West 4th
Street® over the ensuing years. Jacob attended a
Purim Ball in March 1884.%
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Jake, while noted to have been married while in
Leadville,®® was enumerated as a widow in the 1885
Colorado State Special Census.®” No records have
been uncovered about the death of Jake’s wife.
When located again in 1900, he claims to have been
remarried by then for eight years but lived alone in
a Denver boarding house.®® Jake later resurfaced in
the 1910 United States Census in Chico, California
as a divorced and retired clothing merchant.®® None
of these records identify his wives, which may have
numbered a total of three. Jake’s travels might have
taken him to the Southern Ute Indian Agency,
located in Southwestern Colorado. If this is the
same Jacob Rich from Leadville, then at that time
he was married to a woman named Ruth, who also
had a son, Isaac, aged thirteen years."”®

His relation to Samuel Rich or Isaac Rich, if any, is
unclear.
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