Moses Lavner (Lavender, Lavener)
Born: 1838-1840

Died: Unknown

Married to: Bloomer or Bertha Lavner
In Leadville: 1880

In March 1881, a “Pink Dominoe hop” was hosted
by the “Ladies Hebrew Society” at the newly
completed Turner Hall on West 4" Street.> An
individual intriguingly appeared at the end of the
list as “Rabbi Lavender”. While no individual
named “Lavender” appeared in the 1880 Leadville
City directory, “Moses Lavener” was listed as
“with” “Sands, Pelton & Co.? He was not listed as a
resident of Leadville and only appeared this year in
a Leadville directory. Given this association with
the prominent Jewish business Sands & Pelton, it
can be interpreted that Moses Lavner visited
Leadville occasionally due to business connections
in the booming Carbonate city. He probably
attended this mostly Jewish event at Turner hall
during one of these trips. Whether he was a rabbi
remains unverifiable, however.

Looking beyond Leadville, “Moses Lavener” is
listed in the 1879-1880 New York City directory as
a “peddler”® and he also appeared in the census of
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the same year as a resident of New York city.* His
family consisted of 5 children between the ages of
18 and 4, as well as a wife named “Bloomer”.
Moses, his wife, as well as two of the children were
born in “Russia Poland” and three were born in
New York. Given the ages of the children, and the
fact that the family also appear in the 1870 United
States census, their arrival date was probably 1870
or shortly before.> Most of the Lavner family’s
neighbors on the 400 block of Orchard Street in
New York were listed as born in “Russia Poland”.
A majority were also employed in the clothing
business: coat makers, seamstress, tailors and
dressmakers. Moses was listed as “Dls. Peddler” in
the 1880 census.

Leadville was an economic powerhouse in 1880 and
1881, it would not have been unusual for a
salesman to travel from eastern cities to spend a
season in the booming business of the Carbonate
city. Moses (with the name spelled Lavner) is listed
as a carrier of a $2,000 insurance policy with
Traveler’s in Leadville during January of 1881,
which potentially means he owned a building or
stock of goods in Leadville.> Moses does not appear
in newspapers or in any further city directories after
1881, and his movements are unknown beyond this
brief appearance in Leadville.

® “The Traveler’s Insurance Co.” Leadville Daily Herald, January 1, 1881 p. 11
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