Robert M. Lamm

(In Leadville 1880-1881, business visits 1887-1890)
Born: August 15, 1857

Died: February 12, 1938

Married to: Flora Lamm née Kamak (1888)

Joseph C. Lamm (In Leadville 1880-1881)
Born: About 1855

Died: 1917

Married to: Minnie Salomon (1886)

Robert M. Lamm (August 15, 1857- February 12,
1938) was born in Brooklyn, New York. His parents
were Prussian immigrants Amelia Levy and Selig
Lamm.! He had one sister named Sarah. In 1875 the
family had a servant, suggesting some level of
prosperity.? Robert’s first appearance in the new
city of Leadville was as a member of the first B’nai
B’rith meeting on the evening of October 22, 1879.
Robert was cited as the member who put forth the
motion to have a banquet for the members of the
Rocky Mountain Lodge no. 322 B’nai B’rith. This
banguet took place on November 9, 1879 and
Robert was a member of the reception committee.®
This was the first identified Jewish function in the
city of Leadville. Robert joined a number of other
similarly aged and successful Jewish men in this
organization including Issac Kamak®, David May®,
Lee Shoenberg®, and Adolf Baer’. Like Kamak,
May, and Shoenberg, Robert’s profession was
clothing sales and merchandizing.® In 1880, he was
employed at Isaac H. Kamak’s clothing store at 106
Harrison Avenue and lived at 106 Upper (East)
Chestnut Street. His residence on Chestnut was a
false front two story wood frame structure. Like
most commercial structures, the residence space
was on the second floor above an affiliated or non-
affiliated business. Robert lived there with Issac A.
Kamak, Richard Martin and Judah Levy.® Both
Judah and Robert were clerks for Kamak’s store on
Harrison Avenue.

In 1880, the business on the first floor of this
building was Hanson Parlin’s Saloon.%° In 1879
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Kamak was involved in an unstated petition
litigation with Parlin.!* Perhaps this was as a result
of noise from the saloon. Upper Chestnut was
clearly a lively and prosperous place.

On October 1, 1880, Issac A. Kamak dissolved 1. A.
Kamak and Co. for unknown reasons. The company
apparently sold its assets to Fred Butler, who was in
business across Chestnut Street at the Palace of
Fashion.'? Robert took this opportunity to move on.
He became involved in the saloon business over the
winter of 1880-1881. In February 1881, he was
mentioned as associated with Hudson, Rhine, and
Shannon, a saloon with a rotating list of owners
which is difficult to trace. In 1880, the saloon is
listed as under the management of Dorr and Price at
104 Harrison Avenue.'® At some point after October
of 1880, Price departed and Louis Dorr partnered
with Robert Lamb in the saloon operation. They
operated the establishment that winter. In early
February the saloon was sold to Caspar Twifei and
Lon Webber.** Perhaps the saloon business or
Leadville no longer suited Robert. Later that same
month, he left Leadville for New York and the
notice which printed his departure indicated he
planned to be gone for a month or more.*®> He would
never return to Leadville permanently.

There is no existent evidence of Robert’s presence
in Leadville for several years after his departure in
February of 1881. He does not appear in Leadville
city directories and he is not listed in newspaper
notices.

In the summer of 1887, however, Robert appears in
the personal column of the Leadville Daily/Evening
Chronicle. The listing stated that Robert was in
town as a representative of “A. Levy & Co.” of
New York, and elaborates that he is, “...advocating
the boy’s and children’s clothing to merchants of
this city. Mr. Lamm is an early resident of
Leadville, and dates back to *79.”¢ Aside from
business trips, Robert never returned to live in the
Carbonate City. He returned in the summer of 1888
on his business itinerary for A. Levy & Co. and



shook hands with old friends. The Leadville
Daily/Evening Chronicle elaborated, “Mr. Lamm
lived in Leadville in early days and evinces the
same interest as in days of old.”*’

Robert was married in New York shortly before his
visit to Leadville in 1888. He married Flora Kamak,
who was the younger sister of Issac A. Kamak, his
manager from the fledgling clothing business on
Chestnut Street in late 1879 and summer of 1880.18

Hotel records for the Hotel Kitchen and Hotel
Monte Cristo indicate Robert visited Leadville
again in late 1889 as well as the summer of 1890.°
He was referred to as “An old Leadville boy.” After
1890, Robert settled into a career and routine in the
East. No evidence of a return to Leadville has been
found. He died in New York on February 12, 1938,
taking with him the memories of Leadville in the
rollicking days of *79.
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Joseph C. Lamm’s presence in Leadville was
temporary and like Robert Lamb centered around
the most prosperous early years of the city. Joseph’s
relationship if any to Robert Lamm is unknown. His
father Samuel was a clothing merchant in
Cinncinatti and was a Bavarian immigrant.?’ His
mother was also a German immigrant named
Caroline Leobolt. Joseph appears with weekly
regularity in the newspapers of late 1880 and early
1881 as a holder of a Traveler’s Insurance policy
covering $5,000. In the advertisement an extensive
list of Traveler’s clients at that time claimed the
patronage of prominent Leadville men such as
David May, H. Tabor, and the Shoenberg brothers.
It is unknown what Joseph owned to explain this
relatively large insurance policy.?! He was listed as
a clerk at “S. Strousse” clothing store in the Wyman
block in 1880.22 Joseph does not appear in the
directories or any Leadville newspaper after 1881.
He died in Chicago in 1917.%
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