Isaac M. Friede
Born: Missouri, 1857
Died: Kansas City, Missouri, 1942

There are few records for Isaac Friede; he came to
Leadville in 1887 and lived there likely less than
one year at 113% East 4™ Street.! Isaac was a
peddler while in Leadville and after returning to his
hometown of Kansas City? he operated a successful
clothing operation until his death in 1942.3

Isaac was involved in an interesting case that stems
from a jewelry peddling trip to Douglass City,
Colorado,* now a ghost town about fifteen miles
west of Leadville. However, in its day, this was a
bustling makeshift railroad town with eight saloons
and a dance hall.®

Isaac allegedly visited the dance hall in July of 1887
and, capitalizing on the cloister of ladies who
worked there, sold much of his on-hand stock to
them. When Isaac left the dance hall, former
Leadville Marshal Mart Duggan arrived and began
to tell the ladies they had been swindled and had
bought cheap trinkets from Friede. Likely an
attempt to impress these women, Duggan accepted
their request to have Friede return the money.
Duggan quickly hunted down Isaac, placed him in
handcuffs, and returned him to the scene to stand an
immediate trial. At the end of the proceedings, Isaac
reportedly exchanged all of the jewelry and returned
their money.® This material came from a
secondary source, The History of Lake County, by
Don and Jeanne Griswold, and there are conflicting
details reported of this incident by newspaper
articles that do not corroborate these claims; those
accounts describe an incident in which Duggan
“held up” Isaac, and put him in handcuffs as a

“jOke”.7

A reference to Duggan’s 1888 assault on “S.W.
Rice” which also appeared in Griswold’s History of
Lake County, reinforces the established nature of
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Duggan’s violent and reckless behavior. The victim
of this incident was likely Solomon Rice,? a Jewish
jeweler who lived in Leadville from 1880 to 1885.°
Duggan, a well-documented nineteenth-century
gunfighter and lawman, is also known to have been
a bit of a bully and his two stints as a Leadville
peace officer were ended abruptly amidst
complaints about his law enforcement tactics.°

The following is a pre-trial account made by Friede
to the Herald Democrat newspaper on July 23,
1887:

A somewhat startling story was related to
Judge Quigley last evening about 9 o’clock
by Isaac Friede, who sells cheap jewelry.
Friede who is a Jew, says he went to the
tunnel yesterday morning for the purpose of
displaying his wares to the laborers and
residents of Douglass City, and had with
him a considerable quantity of the stuff. He
arrived about noon, and after visiting
several of the places about there, went to
Mart Duggan’s saloon, where he met the
proprietor, who he says informed him that if
he was made a present of one of the articles
he (Duggan) would assist him to dispose of
his goods. The balance of Friede’s story is
better told in his own language. ‘I gave him
a pin, worth about $3.50° continued Friede,
in relating his story in the presence of
several gentlemen, “after which he called a
number of those about the saloon to come
and look at the goods | offered for sale.
Quite a crowd came around and | sold a pin
to a girl who was present for $2.50. No one
else wanted to buy anything, and I closed up
my grip and went out. | had gone only a
short distance when Duggan came after me,
saying | had stolen something from the
house. | protested | was innocent and
offered to go back with him. As soon as | got
in the saloon Duggan handcuffed me, and
after doing that told me I must give back the



$2.50 to the girl who purchased the pin
because it was no good. | agreed to this, at
the same time requesting to take off my
handcuffs, so | could get my hand in my
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After surrendering himself to authorities, Duggan
gave the following account to the Herald Democrat
on July 27:

pocket where | had the money. Duggan
wouldn’t do it and said he would get the
money himself. He took out my pocketbook
and took a $10 gold piece, three $5 gold
pieces and $2.50 in change out of it, leaving
me $1.35...”

“I arrested myself and brought me in,” said
Duggan, good naturedly, “and I am ready to
furnish proof to knock the complainant’s
story higher’n a kite. There was nothing in
the affair but a little harmless fun, nor was a
cent of money taken from him.
...On arriving in this city Friede went
immediately to some of his friends, who Duggan testified that the incident was merely a joke
advised him to swear out a warrant for that got out of hand, however, his admission that he
Duggan’s arrest.'! placed Friede in handcuffs was enough for Quigley
to find him guilty on the assault charge, and fined
Isaac, in the company of police, convinced Justice Duggan $3 as a result.*
of the Peace Peter J. Quigley to swear out an arrest
warrant and Duggan came back to Leadville swiftly
to answer the charges of assault and battery and
attempted robbery.*?

Isaac does not appear in city directories after 1888
and likely left Leadville shortly after the incident.
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