Julius Freshman (“Freschman”)
Occupation: Cigar merchant
Born: N/A

Birthplace: Virginia

Died: N/A

Rosa (“Rose”) Freshman (“Freschman™)
Occupation: Owner of boarding house
Born: est. 1850

Birthplace: Germany

Died: N/A

Sadie Freshman (“Freschman”)
Occupation: N/A

Born: est. 1881

Birthplace: Ohio

Died: N/A

David Freshman (“Freschman”)
Occupation: N/A

Born: est. 1883

Birthplace: Leadville, Colorado
Died: N/A

The Freshman family resided in Leadville only
briefly, from 1882 to 1886, but nevertheless became
involved in Leadville’s Jewish community. Rosa
Freshman, the family’s matriarch, was born in
Germany around 1850 and immigrated to the

United States at an unknown time.! Vital records for
Julius, Rosa’s husband, are unfortunately limited
and may not be wholly reliable. Julius does not
appear in the 1885 Colorado census, however
census records for Rosa’s household indicates that
he was born in Virginia.? When and where Rosa and
Julius married is also unfortunately unclear. The
family lived in Ohio prior to Leadville, evidenced
by their first child, Sadie, being born in Ohio circa
1881.3

The first indication of the Freshman family’s
presence in Leadville was a June 21, 1882 notice in
the Leadville Daily Herald of Julius being charged

T Biographical Information Sheet
- Jemple [srael
FOUNDATION

=0

Freshman (Freschman)

$17 for “leaving garbage in alley,” a ceremonious
introduction.* During their first two years in
Leadville Julius worked as a manager for Adolph
and Simon Hirsch, Jewish owners of a popular
liquor distribution business.® The family lived at
313 West 4! Street’ at this time where they
welcomed their second child, David, in 1883.% By
1884, Julius had begun his own business as a cigar
merchant living at 124 West Chestnut Street while
his wife lived, curiously, at a separate residence at
137 West 4™ Street.® Julius and Rosa were
reportedly once again living together by 1885 at 137
West 4" Street, although the veracity of the listing
is somewhat questionable.

Leadville’s 1884 city directory showing Julius and
Rosa living at different homes is the first symptom
of their eventual divorce in 1885, the circumstances
surrounding which are unclear.!! Perhaps indicative
of their cooling relationship, Rosa also attended a
ball by held by Ladies’ Hebrew Benevolent
Association by herself in 1884.1%2 A court case
between Rosa and Julius Freshman appeared in the
Leadville Daily Herald in early April of 1885,
likely being the couple’s divorce proceedings.®®
Despite the previously mentioned 1885 city
directory listing Rosa and Julius living at the same
address, the 1885 Colorado census does not.
Instead, the census recorded Rosa living with her
two children as divorced head of the household and
boarding house owner.'* The other inhabitants at
137 West 4™ Street included two servants, Rosa and
Sallie Schwartz, and Simon Hirsch, a boarder.*®

Julius does not appear in census records, city
directories, or local newspapers after 1885,
indicating he left Leadville soon after the divorce.
Rosa remained until 1886, having moved to a new
residence at 133 West 4™ Street® and attending the
Purim Masque Ball in March.!’ Rosa nor her
children appear in local records after 1886,
concluding the Freshman’s time in Leadville.
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