
 
 Biographical Information 

Sheet 

Alfred Freedheim 

Born: Iowa, August 3, 1868 

Died: Denver, April 13, 1958 

 

Caroline Winifred “Carrie” Heitler Freedheim 

Born: Denver, July 25, 1875 

Died: Denver, February 13, 1955  

 

Eugene Freedheim 

Born: Leadville, Colorado, 1900 

Died:  

 

Evan Freedheim 

Born: Illinois, 1867 

Died:  

 

Rose Weil Freedheim 

Born: New York, 1874 

Died:  

 

Lester Freedheim 

Born: Leadville, Colorado, 1899 

Died:  

 
 
Alfred Freedheim came to Leadville in 1895.  He 

opened Freedhiem Bros. clothing in 1896 and 

shortly thereafter was joined there by his brother 

Evan.  Evan was born in Illinois in 1867,1 and 

Alfred, possibly the more industrious of the two, 

was born in Iowa on August 13, 1868. 2   Alfred and 

Evan came from a large German immigrant family 

which held close to the Jewish proclivity of finding 

opportunity in the merchant trades in western 

mining communities. Their father, Louis 

Freedheim,3 was a successful clothing merchant and 

German immigrant who found success in Denver 

and other areas of Colorado. Their mother Frances 

was also a German immigrant and both came to the 

United States in the early 1860s. The couple 

married in Illinois in 1866. A younger brother 

named Hugo was listed as an attendee of a party and 

a few social events in 1897 but was never listed in 

city directories as a resident of Leadville. 4  It is not 

known how long the Freedheim family was in 

Colorado; they lived in Silver Cliff during 1885 and 

a younger brother, Hugo, is listed in that year’s 

Colorado State Census.5  By 1890, all three brothers 

were living at the family home in Denver, Alfred 

and Evan following in Louis’ footsteps and working 

at their father’s store while brother Hugo was listed 

as an electrician.6  The family may have been in 

Colorado as early as 1880.7   

 

Alfred was first to come to Leadville; he is shown 

working for Herman Strauss’s8 clothing concern at 

318 Harrison Avenue during 1895. Alfred resided at 

319 Harrison Avenue9 with co-worker Sol Garrett,10 

and, as other Strauss staff lived at this location, it is 

likely that this was designated for employee 

housing.  The Strauss family was connected to the 

Freedheim family by marriage although the details 

of that marital connection are unclear. 11   

 

Advertisements show that Alfred did open his own 

store, Freedheim Bros., at 321 Harrison Avenue in 

the spring of 1896.12  It is unclear when brother 

Evan arrived in Leadville; in 1894 he lived at the 

family home in Denver at 2415 Champa Street.13  

Neither Evan nor Alfred was married at this time 

and both resided at 130 West Seventh Street in 

1896.14 The first advertisement for Freedheim Bros. 

appeared in a March 1896 issue of the Herald 

Democrat.15 Among the items listed for sale were 

tan shoes, grey hats, cassimere, worsted or 

diagonal wool pants, silk and madras cloth shirts, 

and “Patent Tip Kangaroo Oxford shirts”. 

Interestingly, a purchase of between $25 and $35 

would win a patron a “Beautiful portrait”. 

Presumably this portrait -perhaps photographic- was 

taken of the patron in their new clothes. The 

location of the store is advertised as “Manhattan 

Corner”- 321 Harrison Avenue. The Manhattan 

corner was formerly the location of another 

German-Jewish clothing business: the Monheimer 

Brothers.16 
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Throughout the spring, the brothers advertised their 

store prolifically, especially for their stock of 

“sheriff sale goods” from the Milwaukee 

purchase.17 An interesting event occurred in April 

when a 12-year-old cash boy named Ernest Woods, 

employed at the Freedheim store, rescued an infant 

on his way to work who was found nearly drowned 

in the Starr ditch.18   

 

Evan married Rosa Weil on October 30, 1895, at 

Denver.19  There are no further details of this event, 

but it is likely that Evan and Rosa moved to 

Leadville together a short time afterward.  They 

lived for at least one year with Alfred, but by 1898, 

he had moved to another apartment at 303 Harrison 

Avenue20, likely in anticipation of Evan and Rosa’s 

firstborn, Lester, who came into the world during 

1899.21  

 

On April 26, 1899, Alfred married his sweetheart, 

Caroline Winifred Heitler 22at Denver in a lavish 

ceremony conducted by Rabbi Freidman in the 

Grand Ballroom of the Brown Palace Hotel.23  The 

following description of the event appeared in the 

April 30th edition of the Herald Democrat 

newspaper:  

 
Mr. and Mrs. Freedheim have a host of 

friends both in Leadville and Denver where 

they are well and favorably known.  The 

bride is truly a Colorado flower, having 

been born and raised in Denver.  She is a 

graduate of the Denver High School and is a 

young woman of refined character and 

charming disposition.  Her mother and 

several brothers and sisters still reside in 

Denver and are ranked among the old and 

respected residents of the Queen City.  The 

groom has for years made Colorado his 

home and is one of Leadville’s leading 

businessmen and both he and his wife will 

be a welcome addition to Leadville society.   

 

 

The wedding was attended by a large 

concourse of Denver friends, and also 

friends from Leadville, Pueblo, Georgetown, 

Telluride, and Chicago… The bridesmaids 

were Miss Bertha Kohn of Chicago, in a 

dainty white batiste; Miss Emma Heitler of 

Pueblo, in a pink organdie, and Miss Carrie 

Koch of Denver, in a pink silk with white 

organdie.  

 

The little flower girls were Ruth Studinski in 

pink, and Helen Schwartz in white silk.  The 

little tots of seven were the pictures of 

loveliness.  

 

Master Herbert Straus, aged three years, 

was ring bearer, dressed in white.  He 

looked like a little Cupid…. 

 

…The young couple are enjoying their 

honeymoon at Colorado Springs and Salt 

Lake City, after which they will return to 

Leadville, their future home, and take 

possession of their new residence recently 

purchased by the groom at 113 East 8th 

Street.24 

 

The last advertisement for the Freedheim Bros. 

store appeared in the March 19, 1902, edition of the 

Herald Democrat 25 and this is the last mention of 

the Freedheims in Leadville with the exception of a 

few friendly visits with the Strauss family. 26 
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Carrie and Eugene left for a new permanent 

residence in Denver on April 2, 1902, and the same 

notice claimed that Alfred would join them there 

shortly.27  The 1902 Denver city directory shows 

Alfred’s new home to be located at 1311 Downing 

Street, and Evan and his family at 1360 Clayton 

Street.28  Although it is not clear where Evan and 

Rosa ended their life journey, Alfred and Carrie 

remained in Denver for the balance of their days.   

Carrie passed on February 13, 1955, at the age of 

79,29 Alfred on April 13, 1958, a few months short 

of his 90th birthday. 30  The couple was interred, 

side-by-side, at Denver’s Congregation Emmanuel 

Cemetery. 
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