Hiram Brodie
(Partnered with Simon Goldstein)

Born: ?
Died: ?

No information has been found in regards to where
Hiram Brodie came from, but he arrived in
Leadville in late 1880 with his business partner
Simon Goldstein whose permanent residence was
in Washington, D.C.! He took up temporary
residence at the Clarendon Hotel and the two
opened the Goldstein & Brodie jewelry store at 304
Harrison Avenue.? The new store took over their
business space from the firm of Kaskel &
Company, after a sinkhole caused the building’s
front facade to fall into the street.> The opening of
Goldstein & Brodie was a grand affair indeed; a
contest was held where a watch and chain was
awarded to the most popular lady while a gold
handled cane went to most popular gentleman in
Leadville.* The store was immediately successful
and one of the more prosperous enterprises in the
Leadville community by year’s end.> Hiram moved
to his permanent Leadville residence at 309
Harrison Avenue in the early part of 1881.°

It did not take long for Goldstein & Brodie to
become involved in a local controversy. On
September 9, 1881 a complaint was sworn out on
several men by the Taylor & Brunton Stamp Mill;
who were believed to have stolen bullion and
amalgam from the plant. A few days later, John F.
Bateman, a stock exchange caller and mining
speculator who traveled in the upper societal circles
in Leadville, appeared at Goldstein & Brodie with
recently formed silver bars he wanted to sell.

Louis, son of Simon Goldstein who worked for the
store as a clerk, noted that Bateman’s demeanor was
“suspicious” and declined the purchase.” Bateman
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was able to dispose of the bars elsewhere, and there
was a report of his trying to purchase a diamond
ring on credit from another firm, who also declined
to make a deal with him. Bateman disappeared
around the same time local police determined that
he was the primary suspect in the Taylor & Brunton
theft. Bateman was soon arrested in Chicago and
returned to Leadville to stand trial as the
mastermind behind a small ring of bullion thieves.®

The Goldstein & Brodie operation was community
oriented and created awards and prizes for
organizations around Leadville that included the
design and manufacture of a special custom clock as
a gift from the community to Mr. and Mrs. Howard
C. Chapin.® Soon after Goldstein & Brodie created a
solid gold badge that was awarded to Colonel A. M.
Clay in recognition of his service as general
manager of the Leadville Telephone Company. In
addition the firm created a custom solid gold badge
emblazoned with three diamonds for the newly
elected Sheriff, Peter Becker, that was awarded to
him in January of 1882.1! Simon Goldstein split his
time between Washington, D.C. and Leadville and
spent his summers traveling abroad. When Simon
left town that year, Hiram Brodie threw him a going
away party and presented him with a silver brick as
a gesture of their close friendship.?

Goldstein & Brodie continued to seek out new
markets for their thriving business and in June of
1882 announced that they would be closing their
Leadville store and opening a shop in Denver’s new
bustling retail sector and chose a recently built
storefront on Larimer Street for their new location
there.'® Goldstein & Brodie closed their doors at
their Leadville location for a final time on August 1,
1882, as advertised. Afterwards, Louis Goldstein
and Hiram Brodie relocated to Denver to operate
their new location.'*
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