Joseph H. Silverberg

Occupation: Bookkeeper, clothing merchant
Born: Est. 1840

Birthplace: Prussia/Russia

Died: N/A

Joseph H. Silverberg, an intermittent Leadville
resident for nine years, did not appear to be a fixture
in the city’s social scene. Local newspapers rarely
mentioned him in attendance at any event, Jewish or
otherwise. What little is available about his time in
Leadville refers to his work in the local clothing and
dry goods businesses as well as minor legal
involvement.

Joseph was born in Prussia or Russia around 1840.*
It is not known when he immigrated to the United
States as even his naturalization record states that
the date and port of his arrival is “not of record.”?
He did arrive in Leadville by spring of 1880, at the
latest. This is the first year he’s listed in the city
directory and is counted in the 1880 US Census.®

Joseph first worked for clothing and dry goods
merchants Henry Frankle* and Fred Butler® at the
Palace of Fashion located at 111 and 113 East
Chestnut Street,® which was destroyed in the
infamous Palace of Fashion Fire on May 19, 1882."
Despite the business’s devastation, Joseph remained
at the Palace of Fashion until 1883, when Frankle
departed Leadville, and continued working with
Butler as a clerk until 1884.2 In addition to his work
at Frankle and Butler’s stores, Joseph became
minimally involved in mine investment at the
Scottish Chief lode.’
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He does not appear in Leadville’s city directories or
newspapers from 1885 to 1888 nor does he show up
in the 1885 Colorado census. The reason for his
disappearance, while unknown, was only
temporary. Joseph returned to Leadville in 1889 to
open a dry goods business at 428Y%: East 6" Street.'°
He then shifted exclusively to men’s furnishings for
his last five years in the city. The store was located
at 203 Harrison Avenue until 1894,

As previously indicated, Joseph was either a rather
unsociable person or chose not to attend notable
events covered by local newspapers. His only
newspaper mentions, outside of his work and mine
involvement, referred to his selection as a petite or
grand juror in 18922 and receiving writs of
attachment against Fred Butler for unknown
reasons.’® He no longer shows up in Leadville
newspapers after 1893.

Although Joseph was naturalized in Lake County in
1896, there is no indication that he lived in the city
after 1894. Joseph next appears in Denver in 1895,
when he is listed in the city directory as a “rag man”
living in the Colfax neighborhood near Platte
River!* (now West Colfax), home to a large
segment of Denver’s Jewish community.> Absent
from the 1900 US Census, Joseph remained in
Colorado until 1902 when he advertised a going out
of business sale at his Golden men’s furnishing
store on the advice of his physician.*® This ad was
the last reference to his presence in the state. Joseph
Silverberg’s whereabouts after leaving Colorado are
untraceable because no one matching his vital
records appears in later censuses or available
cemetery records in the United States.
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microfilm 1,254,091.
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Ni958& phstart=successSource: July 4, 2021), Joseph H Silverberg, Denver, Denver, Colorado, USA; citing Naturalization Records
(Denver: National Archives at Denver), NAI number 1307044, record group number 85.
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CO: Democrat Printing Company, 1880), P329.
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