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John Sengfelder  

Birth: Pennsylvania, December 14th, 1859 

Death: Glendale, California, December 24th, 1946  

 

 

John Sengfelder was born in Pennsylvania on 

December 14, 18591 to John and Elizabeth 

Sengfelder.  He began to study candy making and 

the art of baking and remained in the Pennsylvania 

area, specifically the Philadelphia area, until 

reportedly making his way to Leadville in 1879 at 

the age of nineteen.2  

 

Upon arriving in Leadville, John secured work as a 

clerk at the J. A. Smith bakery located at 424 

Harrison Avenue. He resided here with several 

other store employees including Charlie Pfeiffer3 

who would soon become John’s business partner. 

Curiously, the storefront listed J. A. Smith as the 

proprietor, but the 1880 United States census named 

J. Adamson4 as the store’s proprietor. Also, neither 

Smith nor Adamson are listed in Leadville’s 1880 

city directory.    

 

By the autumn of 1880, John and Charlie acquired 

the shop and renamed it the Carbonate Bakery.  The 

pair sold kosher sausages and other assorted kosher 

food from the storefront bakery.  The earliest 

documentation of the Pfeiffer/Sengfelder 

partnership is found in the November 25, 1880 

edition of the Leadville Daily Herald:  

    

John and Charlie operated this enterprise together 

for only a few months before Sengfelder departed 

the company sometime in March of 1881. The last 

listing for Pfeiffer & Sengfelder is a grocery store, 

which appears in the March 3 edition of the 

Leadville Democrat: 

 

By the time Leadville’s 1881 city directory was 

published, the storefront had been renamed for the 

new partnership between Charlie Pfeiffer and John 

Andrus.5   John Sengfelder had moved on to the 

now defunct mining camp of Chloride, Colorado, 

located about ten miles south of Aspen, by April of 

1881. There he opened the Chloride Bakery with 

partner H. J. Mayham.6  Sengfelder either closed or 

divested himself of that enterprise by summer’s 

end.7  

 

John resurfaced in Leadville during 1882, when he 

is shown to be employed as a baker for Joseph Hall.  

Joseph and his brother, Thomas, had acquired the 

Carbonate Bakery and operated it at 434 Harrison 

Avenue.8   John attended the annual ball for the 

Knights of Robert Emmett on October 109 and on 

October 17, John was present at the surprise 

thirtieth birthday celebration10  for Professor Henry 

Simon.11  During 1883, John moved his residence to 

111 East 5th Street and remained in his position as a 

baker with the Hall brothers.12   

 

John left Leadville in 1883 for Eagle, Idaho, where 

he briefly remained before moving on to Spokane, 

Washington in 1884.  He remained in that city, 

organizing a successful local bakery store chain, a 

real estate enterprise, and paving companies13 

before moving on to southern California sometime 

in the late 1920s.14  In addition to his membership 

in the Knights of Robert Emmit, he was also a 

member of the Elks, Oddfellows, the Spokane Club, 

The Inland Club, and varying factions of the 

Masonic Temple.15   

 

John married Elizabeth Melvin sometime during 

1888, and the couple settled in Spokane, 

Washington where they are found in 1900 living 

with their two daughters Vera and Ellen.  John 

continued working as a baker16 and lived to the ripe 

old age of 87. He died in Los Angeles of unknown 

causes on December 24, 1946.17   
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