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Abe Mecklenberg (sometimes Macklinburg, 

Mecklinberg)1 

Born: 1870 

Died: December 23, 1919 

Married to: Unknown/none 

In Leadville: 1888, 1899-1901 

 

 

Abraham Mecklenberg was employed at two 

Leadville businesses in the late 19th century and 

early 20th century, including the Singer Sewing 

machine company in 1888 and Peltons’s Famous 

Clothing between 1899 and 1901. Abe was born in 

New York in 1870. His parents were Polish 

immigrants, Max and Bessie Mecklinberg, who 

immigrated to the United States in 1868.2  Abe had 

a younger brother named Morris who was also a 

Colorado resident, but never of Leadville. The 

family arrived in Colorado sometime between the 

birth of Morris in 1874 and 1884.3 A short mention 

in a Silver Plume newspaper from 1904 suggests 

that the family arrived in Silver Plume prior to “the 

fire” of 1884.4 A Leadville newspaper noted that 

Max “Mecklenburg” lost $11,000 in dry goods, and 

had $4,000 in insurance in the wake of the fire.5 In 

1885, the family were enumerated as residents of an 

unspecified city or town in Clear Creek County. 

Abe’s father Max appeared in the Georgetown 

newspaper Colorado Miner in an August 1885 

edition, suggesting that the family lived in that city 

at the time of the census.6 

Abe first appeared in Leadville during 1888 as a 

“collector” for the Singer Sewing Machine 

company; probably a debt collection role.7 His 

residence was not listed that year, but Singer was 

located at 619 Harrison Avenue and Abe probably 

lived at that location in a second story apartment. 

Outside of city directories and census records, 

Abe’s Leadville social life is undocumented and he 

only appeared in a Leadville newspaper after he had 

left the city when he visited briefly in 1902 and 

1905.8 The 1889 Leadville city directory did not list 

Abe as a resident.9 In 1890, he was listed in a 

Denver City directory as a clerk.10 Abe appeared in 

Aspen during the middle 1890s as attested by Pikin 

County newspapers cited below. 

 

Abe was socially active while he lived in Aspen 

between 1895 and 1897. During his two years in 

that city, he was listed as the secretary of the 

“Aspen Trades Assembly”.11 He visited Leadville 

once in 1897 while he still lived in Aspen.12 By late 

1898, he was again in Leadville, this time as an 

employee at the Famous Clothing store.13 Between 

1899 and 1901, Abe was listed as a clerk. During 

those years, his residence was listed as room 19, 

301-303 Harrison Avenue (1899), and Room 20, 

301-303 Harrison (1900 and 1901).14 Rooms 19 and 

20 were on the second floor of what was originally 

the Daniels and Fisher Block on the corner of 

Harrison Avenue and West 3rd Street (right). This 

would later become Hyman Isaacs’ department 

store, and was destined to collapse during the spring 

of 1919.15 The Famous was a long-time Jewish 

owned clothing store which began as Sands and 

Pelton in 1879, continued under Herman Powell and 

Richard Metz in the 1880s and later existed under 

the frenetic leadership of Elias Pelton until at least 

1919.16 The 1900 Census reveals some interesting 

detail of 301-303 Harrison Avenue. That year, Abe 

was enumerated as a resident of 301 Harrison 

Avenue. The upstairs residence was home to 19 

boarders including Abe, as well as the building 

supervisors Sarah and Michael Ford and sister 

Maggie. Most of the boarders were natural born 

Americans but there were also one English, and one 
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Canadian immigrant, as well as five Germans and 

two Swedes. The majority of the boarders were 

salesmen and merchants; there were also several 

miners, bartenders, two physicians, a book keeper, 

one cattle dealer, and one saloon keeper.17 Nearly 

all the boarders were single males between the ages 

of 21 and 47, one was divorced, and one was a 

widower. There was also one 67-year-old widowed 

female. The location of the structure is occupied by 

a parking lot in 2019. Abraham left Leadville for 

Denver in 1901. He became a resident of Denver in 

1902.18 The 1910 Census enumerated Abe, Morris, 

and parents Max and Bessie as residents of 

Downing Avenue in Denver. Abe was listed as a 

commercial salesman, and both Max and Morris 

were listed as dry goods merchants. Abe continued 

to work as a salesman until his death in 1919. Abe’s 

death occurred in Queens, New York,19 probably 

while he was there on a business trip. He was laid to 

rest in Denver’s Emanuel Cemetery.20 There is no 

evidence he ever married. He is buried near his 

parents who outlived him by nearly 20 years; Max 

and Bessie both died in the 1930s.21 
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