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Abraham Kuku 

Born: 1858. Austria. 

Died: January 4, 1904. Commerce City, Colorado. 

 

Fannie Kuku 

Born:  

Died:  

 

Minnie Kuku 

Born: 1883 

Died:  

 

 

The date of Abraham Kuku’s arrival in the United 

States is unclear.  In fact, the unusual surname and 

somewhat frequent misspellings of Kuku pose 

particular challenges in uncovering information 

about Abraham, his wife, Fannie or their daughter, 

Minnie.  Abraham’s naturalization records are 

incomplete and do not include birth or arrival dates, 

but he did attest that his country of origin was 

Austria.1 Data from the Jewish burial registry 

confirms both the year and country of his birth.2  

Abraham, who likely came to Leadville during the 

latter portion of 1885, may have been in Colorado 

prior to this.   He is not listed in the 1885 Colorado 

State Census, which was conducted in June of that 

year,3 and the family is undocumented outside of 

Colorado at any point before 1886 or after 1904.   

 

During 1886, Abraham was first recorded in the 

Leadville city directory employed as a tailor by 

Abraham Flaks.4 However, it’s more probable that 

he was employed by Flaks’ brother Sam, who had 

started his own tailoring shop.  Abraham Flaks was 

working as a tailor for the Ed Jackson operation at 

this time.5  Abraham Kuku resided at 135 W. 4th 

Street, a few doors down from Sam Flaks’ shop,6 

and records show he was continually employed as a 

tailor there for the duration of his first Leadville 

stint from 1886 until 1890.7   

 

 

 

Abraham and his family arrived in Leadville 

together. Although it is unclear how many members 

existed within the Kuku household, there is 

reasonable evidence that wife Fannie and daughter 

Minnie were present in Leadville during this period.  

Minnie, who attended Leadville’s Central School 

during the 1889-1890 school year, was likely born 

in the early 1880s.8  The family changed addresses 

with relative frequency in Leadville, living at 209½ 

E. 6th Street during 1887,9 113 S. Harrison in 

1888,10 and 130 E. 3rd throughout 1889.11   

 

On February 5, 1890, Minnie attended the tenth 

birthday party for Sarah Runner at her parents’ 

home in Denver.12 It’s probable that the family had 

relocated to the Mile High City by this time.  While 

they are not recorded in any directories during 

1890, they appear there during 1891 as living on 

1427 9th Street.13  Apparently the Kukus remained 

in Denver until 1902, when they reemerged briefly 

in Leadville.14  Minnie was last recorded in Denver 

employed as a clerk at the vaunted Golden Eagle15 

dry goods store chain owned by Jewish-Bavarian 

immigrant Leopold Guldman who also had 

connections to Leadville’s history.16   

 

Abraham then returned to Leadville in a new role. 

Although his documentation in Denver still records 

him working as a tailor during 1901, the following 

year he opened his own dry goods storefront within 

his residence at 200 E. 4th Street.17  It is reasonably 

certain that this venture proved unsuccessful for the 

Kukus; by 1903 Anna Jones and Ella Carey had 

assumed proprietorship of Abraham’s store.18   The 

Kukus returned to Denver, where he took up the 

position of tailor for the Appel-Ziska firm.  This 

was the last substantiated Leadville address for the 

family. However, on January 7, 1904, Fannie Kuku 

was reported to be ill and confined to the Leadville 

home of Richard Hagadorn at 127 W. 4th Street.19  

Whether the rest of the Kuku family was in 

Leadville at this time, why Fannie was at the 

Hagadorn home and any further details about their 

illness, potential recovery or possible expiration are 

unclear.  In fact, aside from this note, Fannie and 



 

 Biographical Information Sheet 

Minnie effectively elude records in the following 

years.   

 

The only clue of the Kukus’ fate is another mention 

of Richard Hagadorn on January 29, 1904, noting 

that his health was “slightly” improved after 

battling his illness for four weeks.20 There is no 

mention of Fannie at this point and no Kuku has 

been interred in any Leadville cemetery.  This is the 

only record that may help explain Abraham’s 

demise, which occurred in Commerce City (Denver 

metropolitan area), Colorado, on January 4, 1904.21   
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