Abson Goldsoll
Born: 1840, Russia
Died: ?

It is unclear when Abson Goldsoll immigrated to
the United States, however it is likely that he
arrived with his wife, Jeannette, from Russia
sometime in the mid to late 1860s. The couple
then took up residency in Cleveland, Ohio and
started their family there. Abson’s occupation is
listed in the 1880 United States Census as a
“Traveler”,! which seems appropriate; leaving
his family behind in Ohio he came to Leadville
later that year where he established a pawn
shop, where he also resided, at 102 West
Chestnut Street.?

Abson'’s time in Leadville was brief, but he made
a lasting impression; pictures of his pawn shop
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its prominent location) and Edward Blair
mentions in his book, “Leadville: Colorado’s
Magic City”, that there was a notable sense of
fraternity among Leadville’s pawnbrokers and
Goldsoll was a prominent member within that
group.3 In addition, newspapers in 1880 explain
that Abson granted a loan to the St. Louis
Smelting & Refining Company# on two city lots
owned by the company. The company defaulted
on the loan and the property was sold at public
auction in 1881.5

On October 16, 1882, a fire broke out in the
office of Justice Mathews, located above a
bookstore on west Chestnut Street. The fire
spread rapidly and attacked many of the other
establishments on the block. Abson’s pawnshop
was completely destroyed, he never reopened
his store, and left Leadville a short time
thereafter.®
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