
 

 Biographical Information Sheet 

Benjamin “Ben” H. Fleischer 

Occupation: Clothing merchant 

Born: 1887 

Birthplace: Denver, Colorado 

Died: 1930 

 

 

Benjamin Fleischer, the eldest son of German 

immigrants Jacob and Rosie Fleischer, was born in 

Colorado in 1887, followed by Susette, also born in 

1887, and Leo in 1891.1 Ben lived in the state his 

entire life, predominantly in Denver but for a brief 

period in Leadville.  

 

Although Ben is the only documented member of 

the Fleischer family residing in Leadville, his father 

Jacob frequently traveled through the city beginning 

in 1887 on his way to Battle Mountain (near present 

day Minturn) to manage mining interests.2 Ben 

arrived in Leadville in 1907 at age 20 and began 

working at Famous Shoe & Clothing Co. located at 

318 Harrison Avenue3 and managed by Elias 

Pelton, a longtime Jewish Leadvillian.4 He roomed 

at 114 West 6th Street which he shared with at least 

five others, none whom appear to be Jewish.5  

 

Ben was not recorded in Leadville’s city directories 

after 1907, nor was his name mentioned in local 

newspapers, indicating an absence of residency 

after that year. Ben had probably returned to Denver 

as early as 1908. However, evidence proving 

residency did not appear until 1909.6 Ben visited 

Leadville frequently between 19097 and 1924,8 and 

the Herald Democrat noted his arrival at local 

hotels no fewer than 14 times. Although the reason 

for his repeated visits is unclear, the 1910 U.S. 

Census listed Ben’s profession as a traveling 

clothing merchant, suggesting he was in Leadville 

for business purposes.9  

 

Ben married Irene M. Pivan on June 1, 1918, at a 

ceremony in Colorado Springs.10 He passed away 

12 years later in 1930 and is buried at the Temple 

Emanuel Cemetery in Denver.11 The couple had no 

known children, evidenced by a 1930 U.S. Census 

documenting that Irene, Ben’s widow, boarded 

alone at the home of Isabelle Antonides in 

Denver.12 
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