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Isaac Barash 

Born: 

Died: 

 

Mrs. Barash 

Born: 

Died: 

 
 
Isaac Barash and his wife came to Leadville from 
Denver sometime in 18801 where he found 
employment in Jacob Rich’s laundry operation 
located between Chestnut Street and 2nd Street 
on Pine Street, where the two also resided.2  
Details of Isaac’s early days in Leadville are 
sparse, but by the end of 1881 he partnered with 
Professor H.J. Mason in the Mason & Barash 
dance hall, located in Old Turner Hall on East 3rd 
Street.3  

 
In 1882, Isaac’s residence was listed as 121 East 
5th Street where they lived with Simon Selix4 and 
his wife.5 

 
As a result of the damage cause by the infamous 
Palace of Fashion fire on May 19, 1882, which 
claimed most of the structures on the south side 
of Chestnut Street at Harrison Avenue, Isaac 

staged a charity ball for the benefit of displaced 
Hotel Windsor employees on May 22.6  The Hotel 
Windsor was located to the east side of the 
Palace of Fashion and was completely destroyed 
in the conflagration.7   

 
During 1883, Isaac and his wife, whose first 
name is unknown, attended the annual Purim Bal 
Masque on March 23.8 In the wee morning hours 
of June 7, Isaac was awakened by some 
disturbing clatter and upon investigation 
discovered that J.S. Smith, described as a 
“tenderfoot from back east”, was attempting to 
break into Isaac’s home.  Then, according to the 
local news, Isaac gave Smith a sound “thumping” 
before police arrived and escorted Mr. Smith to 
the local jailhouse.9  Isaac also served as a 
private in the Tabor Light Cavalry.10  

 
It is unclear where Isaac and his wife resided 
after leaving Leadville sometime between 1884 
and 1885, but Isaac can be found in Durango, 
Colorado where in 1910 he paid an outstanding 
liquor tax debt from his dance hall in Leadville 
for a $2.50 assessment from 1881.11 
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